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corresponding to The Times, and its judgements, emphases, or
omissions, may often, like those of a newspaper, be in themselves
of historical interest. Similarly, though in less degree, a quality
of contemporaneity may often be noted in the Dictionary, where
it deals with persons deceased since 1880.
POLITICAL HISTORY
general and domestic. The leading English text-books, each
of which covers part of the period, are the three volumes first
mentioned above. Designed on a much larger scale and admit-
ting far more detail are the two concluding volumes of filie
Halevy's Histoire du peuple anglais. These treat the last nineteen
years (the volumes to cover 1870-95 being not yet published);
vh. Epilogue L 1895-1905 (1926) and Epilogue II. /poj-jr^ (1932).
Among earlier books are Herbert Paul's History of Modern England
(5 vols., 1904-6; epigrammatic and sometimes luminous, but
marred by Liberal partisanship), which reaches 1870 in the
middle of vol. iii and goes down to 1895; Justin McCarthy's
History of Our Own Times (popular in its day, but not of much
permanent value), the last of whose 5 vols. (1899) g°es down to
1897; J* Franck Bright's History of England, whose last volume
(1904) covers the period 1880 to 1901 on a scale quite different
from that of its school-book predecessors and, though nominally
attached to them, is, in effect, a distinct and meritorious essay in
contemporary political history; and vol. xii (1910) of the Cam-
bridge Modern History^ which ends substantially with the year
1905, though glancing for some purposes a little beyond it. Prof.
O. M. Trevelyan's British History in the Nineteenth Century, xj8z-~
igot (igaa) gives much less than 30 per cent, of its attention to
the years after 1870, yet at not a few points suggests valuable
lines of thought; and others may be gathered from the relevant
pages in Dr. J. A. Williamson's Evolution of England (1931).
The principal sources, other than those described in the general
section, are biographies, autobiographies, collections of letters,
and collections of speeches. The number bearing on this period
is very large indeed, and only some of the most important will be
mentioned here*
For our first two sub-periods an exceptionally rich source is
Qp&n Victoria's Letters (which include large extracts from her
Journal); those relevant here are the last 5 vols-, all edited by
G. E, Buckle (1926, 1928, 1930,1931, and 1932), Sidney Lee's

